
COLORADO RIVER COMMISSION OF NEVADA 
AGENDA ITEM L 

FOR MEETING OF MARCH 12, 2024 
 

 
 

COMMISSION MEETING BRIEFING | March 12, 2024 

 
SUBJECT: For Information Only: Consideration of and possible action on office operations and 
possible options regarding office move from Grant Sawyer Office Building to a new 
location designated by the Governor’s Office, tentatively scheduled to occur before 
the end of the fiscal year of 2024. 
 
RELATED TO AGENDA ITEM: 
None. 
RECOMMENDATION OR RECOMMENDED MOTION: 
 
FISCAL IMPACT: 
 

 
STAFF COMMENTS AND BACKGROUND: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



COLORADO RIVER COMMISSION OF NEVADA 
AGENDA ITEM M 

FOR MEETING OF MARCH 12, 2024 
 

 
 

COMMISSION MEETING BRIEFING | March 12, 2024 

 
SUBJECT: For Information Only: Update on pending legal matters, including Federal Energy 
Regulatory Commission or Public Utilities Commission of Nevada filings.  
 
RELATED TO AGENDA ITEM: 
None. 
RECOMMENDATION OR RECOMMENDED MOTION: 
None. 
FISCAL IMPACT: 
None. 

 
STAFF COMMENTS AND BACKGROUND: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



COLORADO RIVER COMMISSION OF NEVADA 
AGENDA ITEM N 

FOR MEETING OF MARCH 12, 2024 
 

 
 

COMMISSION MEETING BRIEFING | March 12, 2024 

 
SUBJECT:  For Information Only: Status update from Staff on the hydrological conditions, 
drought, and climate of the Colorado River Basin, Nevada’s consumptive use of 
Colorado River water, basin negotiations, impacts on hydropower generation, 
electrical construction activities and other developments on the Colorado River. 
 
RELATED TO AGENDA ITEM: 
None. 
RECOMMENDATION OR RECOMMENDED MOTION: 
 
FISCAL IMPACT: 
 

 
STAFF COMMENTS AND BACKGROUND: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  
 

  
 

Hydrology Report – March 2024 

Upper Basin Hydrology 

 In February, the upper basin received 137% of average precipitation bringing the cumulative total to 96% 
for the year. 

 Temperatures in the upper basin for February were above normal in the eastern portion of the basin.  
 Snowpack accumulation is currently 101% of the median.  
 The Basin Forecast Center is forecasting runoff this year at 80% of average.  

Current reservoir status 

 As of March 4, 2024, Lake Mead is at an elevation of 1,076.6 feet and has about 9.7 million acre-feet in 
storage (37% capacity).   The level is 36 feet higher than the low reached in July of 2022 of 1,041. 

 As of March 4, 2024, Lake Powell is at an elevation of 3,561.7 feet and has about 7.9 million acre-feet in 
storage (34% capacity).  

 Total system storage for the upper and lower basin is around 24.9 million acre-feet (43% capacity).  

2024 reservoir operations 

 Lake Powell will be operated in the Mid-Elevation Release Tier with a release of 7.48 million acre-feet in 
water year 2024. 

 Lake Mead will operate in a Level 1 Shortage Condition in calendar year 2024. 
 Accordingly, in 2024, Nevada’s consumptive use will be reduced by 13,000 acre-feet under the 2007 

Interim Guidelines and Nevada will make a Drought Contingency Plan contribution of 8,000 acre-feet.  
 Arizona and Mexico are also required to take shortage and make a water savings contribution in 2024.  

Those amounts are significantly larger than Nevada’s obligations.   
 The total combined volumes for Arizona, Nevada, and Mexico are 613,000 acre-feet in calendar year 

2024, which will save the equivalent of about 8 feet in elevation in Lake Mead. 

Water Use in Southern Nevada 1 

 Southern Nevada’s consumptive use in January of 2024 was 6,304 acre-feet, which is a 10% decrease in 
water use compared to 2023. 

Reclamation’s Lake Mead and Lake Powell Projections 2 

 Reclamation uses computer models to forecast reservoir elevations based on planned water use and 
anticipated runoff.  The February 2024 24 Month Study is forecasting Lake Mead to be between 1,057.0 
and 1,054.3 feet in elevation by the end of 2024.  

 Reclamations February 2024 24 Month Study is forecasting Lake Powell’s elevation to be between 
3,565.6 and 3,545.4 feet by the end of 2024.  

 

1 2023 consumptive use data is preliminary.  

2 Reclamation modeling assumes the current operational guidelines and planned conservation activities. Forecasts could improve by implementing 
additional actions.     
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Precipitation and Temperature

2

Monthly Precipitation - February 2024 
Avera ed b Basin 

Prepa1ed by N04A, Colorado Basin River Forecast Center 
Salt Lake City, Utah, www.cbrlc.noaa.gov 
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Max Temp - Monthly Deviation - February 2024 
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Snowpack Accumulation 
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Water Use In Southern Nevada
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2024 January Southern Nevada Water Use1

300,000Nevada Annual Allocation

-8,000Drought Contingency Plan contribution

-13,000Interim Guidelines Shortages

29,054Diversions

22,750Return Flow Credits

6,304
(-10% compared to last year)

Consumptive Use

Acre-Feet 

1 2024 Consumptive use data is preliminary. 



COLORADO RIVER COMMISSION OF NEVADA 
AGENDA ITEM O 

FOR MEETING OF MARCH 12, 2024 
 

 
 

COMMISSION MEETING BRIEFING | March 12, 2024 

 
SUBJECT: Comments from the public. Members of the public are invited to comment on items 
on the meeting agenda or on items not contained therein. No action may be taken 
on a matter raised during public comment until the matter itself has been 
specifically included on the agenda as an item for possible action. 
 
RELATED TO AGENDA ITEM: 
None. 
RECOMMENDATION OR RECOMMENDED MOTION: 
 
FISCAL IMPACT: 
 

 
STAFF COMMENTS AND BACKGROUND: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



COLORADO RIVER COMMISSION OF NEVADA 
AGENDA ITEM P 

FOR MEETING OF MARCH 12, 2024 
 

 
 

COMMISSION MEETING BRIEFING | March 12, 2024 

 
SUBJECT: Selection of the next possible meeting date. 
RELATED TO AGENDA ITEM: 
None. 
RECOMMENDATION OR RECOMMENDED MOTION: 
None. 
FISCAL IMPACT: 
None. 

 
STAFF COMMENTS AND BACKGROUND: 
 

The next possible meeting is tentatively for 1:30 pm on Tuesday, April 9th, 2024 at The Clark County 
Government Building, Commission Chambers, 500 South Grand Central Parkway, Las Vegas, 
Nevada 89155. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



COLORADO RIVER COMMISSION OF NEVADA 
AGENDA ITEM Q 

FOR MEETING OF MARCH 12, 2024 
 

 
 

COMMISSION MEETING BRIEFING | March 12, 2024 

 
SUBJECT: Selection of the next possible meeting date. 
RELATED TO AGENDA ITEM: 
None. 
RECOMMENDATION OR RECOMMENDED MOTION: 
None. 
FISCAL IMPACT: 
None. 

 
STAFF COMMENTS AND BACKGROUND: 
 

The next possible meeting is tentatively for 1:30 pm on Tuesday, April 9th, 2024 at The Clark County 
Government Building, Commission Chambers, 500 South Grand Central Parkway, Las Vegas, 
Nevada 89155. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



COLORADO RIVER COMMISSION OF NEVADA 
AGENDA ITEM R 

FOR MEETING OF MARCH 12, 2024 
 

COMMISSION MEETING BRIEFING |March 12, 2024 

 
SUBJECT:  Adjournment. 

RELATED TO AGENDA ITEM: 
None. 
RECOMMENDATION OR RECOMMENDED MOTION: 
 
FISCAL IMPACT: 
None. 

 
STAFF COMMENTS AND BACKGROUND: 
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